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gateways of the Great Stupa. Captain H. H. Cole, who in iSSo was
placed on special duty for the purpose of investigation of monu-
mental buildings, visited Sanchi and reported in 1881 on the state
of the stupas. In that year he was appointed Curator of Ancient
Monuments in India; and under his direction *. . . jungle was
removed from the several ruins on the Sanchi hill, the carved stone
fragments were collected, the great breach made in 1822 repaired,
and creepers removed from the face of the mound, and the shaft
that had been sunk in the tope filled in' (Major H. H. Cole, Great
Buddhist Tope at Sanchi, 1885, p. 2). In course of the two following
years much clearance was made and the railing and gateways were
repaired.

About thirty years later Sir John Marshall started work in 1912,
and devoted seven seasons to excavation and conservation of the
monuments of Sanchi. The operations carried on by him may be
summarized under the following heads: (i) Clearance of the whole
enclave, (ii) Excavation of the areas to the south and east of the
Great Stupa. (iii) Complete repair of all the monuments, (iv) Re-
building of the strong retaining wall between the central and the
eastern terraces, (v) Arrangement for the effective drainage of the
surrounding area, (vi) The improvement of the site by levelling,
turfing and tree-planting, (vii) Building of a small museum on the
site for the exhibition of loose sculptures, inscriptions and archi-
tectural fragments.

Among Sir John Marshall's great works of conservation of ancient
Indian sites Sanchi is the most perfect in execution. This site had
been most disturbed by the iconoclasts in the nineteenth century.
Here he has not only revealed the past, he has nearly recreated the
past. Sanchi is not held as sacred, and is not likely to attract as
many Buddhist pilgrims as the other Buddhist sites in the holy
middle country connected with the traditional history of Gautama